
The Bald/Unaka Mountain Area (including Roan Mountain) 

Recreation 

Emphasis 
Activities Destination Sites and Facilities  

supporting the emphasis 

Sightseeing Viewing 

Scenery, 

Nature Study 

and Picnicking 

¶ Roan Mountain Rhododendron 

Gardens 
¶ Elk River Falls 
¶ Murray Branch Picnic Area, 

including picnic pavilions 
Non-Motorized 

Trails 
  

Hiking 
  
  
  
  
  
 

Hike and Bike 
  
Pack and 

Saddle 

¶ Appalachian National Scenic 

Trail, including Max Patch  

¶ Mountains-to-the-Sea National 

Recreation Trail 
¶ Roan Mountain Trail / 

Overmountain Victory National 

Historic Trail Complex 
¶ Lost Cove / Flattop Mountain 

Trail Complex 
¶ Shelton Laurel Trail Complex 
¶ Hot Springs Trail Complex 
¶ Harmon Den Horse Trail Complex 
¶ Harmon Den Campground 

Water-based 

Recreation 
Whitewater 

rafting 
Fishing 

¶ Poplar and Stackhouse Boat 

Launches 
¶ Murray Branch boating access 

and accessible fishing pier 

Social Setting 

More than half the area in front 

country;  most of the rest in semi-

primitive backcountry  

 

 

Major Rivers 

Nolichucky 

French Broad 

Pigeon 

North Toe  

Cane 

Elk 

Eleven named grassy balds 

Big Hump Mountain  

Little Hump Mountain  

Yellow Mountain  

Grassy Ridge 

Jane Bald 

Round Bald 

Roan High Knob 

Roan High Bluff 

Beauty Spot 

Big Bald 

Max Patch Mountain  

Nearest towns 

Hot Springs 

Burnsville 

Bakersville 

Roan Mountain, TN  



The Johns River/Linville Gorge Area 

Social Setting 

Easily accessed by roads, 

except for rugged Linville 

Gorge and Harpers 

Creek/Lost Cove 

Wilderness Study Areas 
 

Major Rivers 

Linville 

Johns 

Catawba 

Wilson Creek 

(Wild/Scenic River) 

Nearest towns 

Blowing Rock 

Boone 

Lenoir 

Linville 

Morganton  

Recreation Emphasis Activities Destination Sites and Facilities  

supporting the emphasis 
Non-motorized Trails Hiking 

  
 Growing 
mountain bike 
use (where 
appropriate) 
  

Rock Climbing 

¶ Mountains to the Sea National Recreation 

Trail 
¶ Linville Gorge Wilderness / Overmountain 

Victory National Historic Trail Complex 
¶ �:�L�O�V�R�Q���&�U�H�H�N�������6�W�H�H�O�·�V���&�U�H�H�N���7�U�D�L�O���&�R�P�S�O�H�[ 
¶ Boone Fork / Globe Trail Complex 
  
¶ Linville Gorge, Lost Cove Cliffs 

Motorized Trails   ¶ Brown Mountain OHV Trail Complex (and 

nearby dispersed campsites) 
Water-based 

recreation 
Fishing 
Wading 
  
  

¶ Boone Fork Pond 
¶ Wilson Creek Wild/Scenic River access 
¶ Mortimer Campground 
¶ Lake James  and Lake James State Park 

Sightseeing  Viewing 

Scenery, 

including 

Waterfalls;  
Picnicking 

¶ Waterfall trails:  Linville Falls (on BRP), 

Upper Creek Falls, Harper Falls 
¶ Brown Mountain Overlook 
¶ Wisemans View 

Hunting     

Scenic Waterfalls on 

Anthony Creek 

Harpers Creek 

Upper Creek 

Wilson Creek 

�6�W�H�H�O�H�·�V���&�U�H�H�N 

North Fork, Boone  

Linville River 


